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Academic Context…trans-disciplinary 

‘laboratories’ 
collaborative
cultivating relationships 
robust approach
scaffolding 

CRED- Extension…Economics, Graphic 
Design, Landscape Architecture, 
Planning, Recreation Parks and 
Tourism Resources, Public History, 
Public Administration, Land Use Law 
Clinic…



Monongahela National Forest

Methods and Products- Quantitative & Qualitative
Visitor and resident survey administered 

Themes and goals in cultural tourism 

Planning with a focus on heritage, art, music and outdoor recreation

Design workshops – graphic and landscape

Online GIS participation

Rural Tourism Design Team/
Community Engagement Lab 

Team: Composition
Extension economist - small business survey

Tourism specialist – TCCDA capacity building/partnerships

Planner - comprehensive planning 

Design faculty - visioning workshops / service-learning studio courses 

Scaffolding of outputs to the community









Multi-faceted 
Connected 
Community-minded 
Sharing 
Mining/lumber/RR

heritage 
Independent 
Mountain culture 
Farming
Nature
Outdoor recreation 
Fishing
Skiing 
Hiking 
Biking 
Stargazing
Creative/Making 
Entrepreneurial 
Microbreweries 
Good food/company 
Arts and Music 
Historic Architecture 
Contain growth
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Community Workshops



GIS Mapping of Assets 
and Businesses







Opera house project
Community Engagement Lab: WVU Landscape Architecture







• Green space- include native species

• Benches

• Pollinators / butterfly garden

• Open for all ages

• Inviting - bring/buy lunch and hang out

• Bat boxes

• Cool/unique climbing/sitting forms- frog,turtle

• Usable space

• Where kids can play and be kids (in other words- tough and durable)

• Place to hang out and play music

• Informal jam sessions

• Urban edge-infill/Repair grid (grid activation)

• Programmable density

• Gateway to forest and public lands

• Orientation point-connecting residents and visitors to the 
heritage/history and landscape

• Regional theatre potential/out of town try-outs venue

• Water feature – interactive fountain

• Skateboard friendly



• Farmer’s market

• Mountain music trial

• Instrument rental

• Easily maintained

• No dark corners that would encourage unwanted 
activity.

• Thoughtful lighting (aesthetically pleasing)

• Small wall or natural wall to separate from road to set 
aside

• Flooding materials that can withstand/hosed down

• Good acoustics

• Outdoor film screening

• Not a concrete community

• Pollinator garden

• Recycling education

• Bi-weekly classes-gardening,music





This plan demonstrates the 
different ecosystems found in 
Pocahontas County; Riparian, 
Upland Mountains, and the 
Cranberry glades using native 
plants and materials to educate 
visitors.  Both the riparian area 
and the 'glades' act also 
stormwater management.  
Wayfinding devices, mapping can 
be found in the South-west 
corner and an updated phone 
booth equipped with USB ports 
that are solar powered allows 
trail users and other visitors to 
charge cell phones or other 
devices.  Posts to lock your bicycle 
on are also located in this area. 
Moveable tables and chairs are 
repeated in each master plan in 
order to allow for flexibility or 
adaptation of the space.  Large 
boulders or man-made climbing 
rocks can be used as seating or a 
natural area for children to climb 
and play. 



This plan looks at making the space very 
versatile and adaptable.  With the exception of 
the North-east corner of the plan, all areas with 
permeable paving can also support cars to allow 
for farmers markets, food trucks, parking (in 
winter), etc. Four ADA parking can be found with 
close access to the ADA ramp that is already on 
the site.  

Bioswales line the edges of the site to collect 
stormwater both on and off the site as well as 
have information on their importance and ways 
they can be implemented even on personal 
property.  In the North-east corner on the plan 
different native trees are identified (for 
educational purposes) are spaced close to each 
other to create a 'forest'-like atmosphere as well 
as a place where people can place hammocks or 
tree swings to relax an listen to music.  

A pavement pattern in the shape of two rivers in 
the area that merge - run through the site and in 
the South-west corner there is a 'splash zone' 
with fountains of water rising up from the 'river'.  
Worked into the permeable pavement in this 
area are mosaics of aquatic life found in the 
region. An updated phone booth equipped with 
USB ports that are solar powered allows trail 
users and other visitors to charge cell phones or 
other devices. 



This plan imagines an entrance on the 
side that can be pulled up to the side 
entrance with 4 ADA parking spaces.  

Bioswales line the edges of the site to 
collect stormwater both on and off the 
site as well as have information on their 
importance and ways they can be 
implemented even on personal 
property.  In the north-west corner a 
lawn and 'dancing space' provide an 
atmosphere and places to hang out 
while listening to a band.  A pavement 
pattern in the shape of two rivers in the 
area that merge - run through the site 
and in the South-west corner there is a 
'splash zone' with fountains of water 
rising up from the 'river'.  

Worked into the permeable pavement 
in this area are mosaics of aquatic life 
found in the region. An updated phone 
booth equipped with USB ports that 
are solar powered allows trail users and 
other visitors to charge cell phones or 
other devices.









November 24, 2018
Gov. Justice announces land and water conservation grant awards for Greenbrier 
and Pocahontas counties

Town of Marlinton: The $86,391 grant award for the Town of Marlinton will include 
the development of a new gateway park for the Town of Marlinton. The new 
Discovery Junction will adjoin the Marlinton Opera House with an outdoor pavilion, 
picnic and landscaping improvements. These improvements will serve to guide and 
direct visitors to the area’s recreational resources including the Greenbrier River 
Trail and Monongahela National Forest besides staging local farmers markets and 
other community events.

https://mountainmessenger.com/gov-justice-announces-land-and-water-
conservation-grant-awards-for-greenbrier-and-pocahontas-counties/

https://mountainmessenger.com/gov-justice-announces-land-and-water-conservation-grant-awards-for-greenbrier-and-pocahontas-counties/
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Cowen, WV - Streetscape Redesign



rientedH
2

8

2

1

3

5

4

WEBSTER RD

Oriented: ori·​ent·​ed | \or-ē-en-ted\
adjective

: adjust or tailor (something) to specified 
circumstances or needs.

PROGRAM STATEMENT:

By redesigning the streetscape within the Central 
Business District in Cowen, we hope create a 
pedestrian friendly main street with multi-modal 
tranportation options. This revitalization can, in 
turn, attract small businesses and eventually 
tourists and full time residents.

GOALS:

•	 Introduce low-maintenance infrastructure to 
handle storm water and address pollution.

•	 Create a more robust, pedestrian friendly 
core business district in Cowen.

•	 Utilize “green”, and local materials to reduce 
impervious surface and waste issues. 

OBJECTIVES:

•	 Reduce non-point source pollution issues in 
the local of downtown.

•	 Minimized lane widths to a minimum of 11’ to 
ensure the slowing of traffic and increase in 
pedestrian friendliness.

•	 Utilize pervious pavers where possible and 
repurpose raw materials from local rail road 
infrastructure.
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1. Town square
2. Elevated crosswalks
3. Train Depot building
4. Rails to rain gardens
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5. Road diet (22 ft)
6. Two-way bike lane
7. Rain garden
8. Off-street parking

MASTERPLAN

0’ 10’ 30’ 60’

WEBSTER RD WEBSTER RD

C’’

C’



Water feature

Seating

Retaining wall

Richwood Branch ground art

Clock

Rails to raingardens

Historic train depot

Planting beds

0’ 5’ 15’ 30’

TOWN SQUARE & DEPOT



PERSPECTIVE A



PERSPECTIVE B
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COMPOSITE ANALYSIS - COWEN, WV

FLOOD ZONE

STREAMS

CITY BOUNDARY

BUILDINGS

ROADS

BIG DITCH LAKE
RESERVOIR

RAIL YARDRAILS TO TRAILS

FORESTED AREARECREATION

WOODLANDS

MULTI-USE

The abandoned railyard 
has recently been cleared 
of structured and is ready 
for redevlopment 

Abandoned railroad lines 
provide opportunities for rail 
trail connections to the Mon 
Forest & surrounding towns/

The wooded area north of town 
provides outdoor recreation 
dvelopment opportunities i.e. 
mountainbiking, hiking

A swatch of unused land 
exists downtown adjacent 
to the existing baseball 
fields.

Underused woodlands 
can be found east of Big 
Ditch Lake

A swatch of unused land 
exists downtown adjacent 
to the existing baseball 
fields.

The reservoir provides 
outdoor recreation/edu-
actional development 
opportunities

Big Ditch Lake currently 
lack programming space 
including bathrooms, 
pavillions, etc.

Cowen

Glade Elementary
/ Middle School

Recreation Trials
Schools
Railroads
Streams
Existing Roads
Existing Buildings
Development Suitable Areas

0 0.75 1.50.38 Miles

¯

Cowen

Glade Elementary
/ Middle School

Recreation Trials
Schools
Railroads
Streams
Existing Roads
Existing Buildings
Development Suitable Areas

0 0.75 1.50.38 Miles

¯



SPORTS FACILITIES

CBD

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING COMMUNITY MASTERPLAN Cowen, WV
TRAIL RECREATION
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RESERVOIR DEVELOPMENT

RAIL YARD REDEVELOPMENT

HIKING/MTN BIKE TRAILS

RAILS TO TRAILS

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

CBD REDESIGN

TRAIN DEPOT REDESIGN

MULTI-USE SCHOOL BUILDING

WOODLAND RECREATION

The reservoir, which sits north-east of downtown, is 
currently under-utilized by community members. 
A strong interest for focus of this area was shown 
at the community meeting. This may include ed-
ucational programs for children and recreational 
opportunities for adults.

•	 To enhance the central business district in 
order to attract permanent future resi-
dents and bolster tourism.

•	 Increase opportunities for outdoor recre-
ation in the region.

•	 Enhance agricultural education program-
ming for children in the Cowen area.

•	 Establish environmental education pro-
gramming for children in the Cowen area.

•	 Re-integrate existing railroad infrastructure 
into local recreation.

•	 Preserve existing woodland lots while maxi-
mizing their potential.

•	 Enhance connection between Cowen 
and other significant regions in the area.

•	 Develop policies and concepts to en-
hance the downtown district.

•	 Implement at least two recreation facilites 
ranging from sports to outdoor recreation.

•	 Propose agricultural education facilities 
including school & community gardens.

•	 Redevelop the reservoir in a way to incor-
porate recreation.

•	 Utilize existing railroad to create connec-
tions to surrounding areas.

•	 Develop wooded areas with community 
proposed recreational programs: mtn 
biking, hinking.

•	 Develop rail trails to connect Cowen to 
surrounding towns and potentially to the 
Mon National  Forest

 A large open space exists north of town adja-
cent to the reservoir and rail line. The space is 
within walking distance from almost all residential 
areas and the CBD. The site offers potential 
because of location, topography and minimal 
vegitation.

New ideas for the woodland areas that lie north 
east and south west of town was derived from 
community input. The top outdoor recreational in-
terests for these spaces include: mountain biking, 
hiking, and ATV use. 

The current railroad in town is out of commision. 
Development of trail systems can maximize 
the space and infrastructure that the railroads 
already currently occupy. The main constraint is 
the ownership of the railroad company.

The public property that exists bhind the current 
school can be re-purposed as educational 
garden spaces and can be promoted through 
the 26 & 26 health program - a program exlcusing 
to Webster County promoting youth health 
initiatives.

The central business district currently lacks many 
keys to a lively main street including: adequate 
sidewalks, storefront businesses, lodging, and 
parks. The CBD also has an issue with large trucks 
passing through very frequently.

The train depot currently has a large focus from 
community members. This area sits within the CBD 
and can be connected to other towns/regions 
via potential rail trial development. The depot 
was recently painted an through a re-imagining 
initiative.

The old area school is currently neglected. The 
space offers much potential as it is one of the 
largest buildings in town and is within walking 
distance to the CBD and other residential neigh-
borhoods

The wooded area adjacent to Big Ditch Lake can 
be repurposed for more local and tourism untiliza-
tion. This can be tied into surrounding outdoor 
programs within Cowen. 

GOALS:

OBJECTIVES:

PROGRAMS:
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1. Rail Trail

2. Pavillion/bathroom

3. Two tier deck (ADA)

4. Kayak launch

5. Open activity space w. rail road ties

6. Access road

7. Honey bee farm

8. Woodland trails

9. Walking trail

20’ 60’ 120’
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Oriented: ori·​ent·​ed | \or-ē-en-ted\
adjective

: adjust or tailor (something) to specified circum-
stances or needs.

PROGRAM STATEMENT:
The reservoir development project is aimed at 
accommodating the greater Cowen, WV area 
with facilities to provide vital youth outdoor 
education programming while indirectly serv-
ing all community members with local outdoor 
recreation opportunities.

GOALS:
•	 Bridge the gap between children/teens and 

the local outdoor environment
•	 Establish outdoor education opportunities 

for local schools
•	 Create an attractive space where the com-

munity can come together

OBJECTIVES:
•	 Ease transportation and accessibility barriers 

to the facilities
•	 Connect the space to local schools and 

neighborhoods through after-school pro-
grams 

•	 Hold events at the facilities that local citi-
zens can attend

P-B

P-A

A

B

C



PERSPECTIVE A



PERSPECTIVE B



SECTION A
SECTION B

SECTION C

20’

5’ 15’ 40’
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