
1

Mon Forest Towns Summit

June 13, 2019

Elkins, WV
Doug Arbogast

Rural Tourism Specialist
WVU Extension Service

Peter Butler
Director

School of Design & Community Development 



Cowen

White Sulphur Springs

Thomas



2018 One USDA
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• Modernizing USDA mission support activities to 
be more efficient and effective by utilizing enterprise 
solutions;

• Serving customers and improving the delivery 
of USDA’s core missions;

2017 USDA Recreation Economy Resource Guide



“Shared Stewardship is about working together 
in an integrated way to make decisions and 
take actions on the land.”

- USDA Forest Service Chief Vicki Christiansen
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“It is about working across boundaries especially with state 
organizations to implement landscape conservation on the 
ground. So, the Mon Forest Towns is a great opportunity to share 
stewardship at the state, county, and town level. We are working to 
integrate recreation, silviculture, timber, fire, and all resource areas 
together to manage the Forest and to improve quality of life in the 
Forest communities.”

- Cindy Sandeno, District Ranger, Marlinton Ranger District
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WVU Rural Tourism Design Team
Extension Service

• Project Coordination and Facilitation
• Economic Impact Analysis

Natural Resources Analysis Center
• GIS Mapping of Forest and Community Resources

Landscape Architecture
• Site Design for Community Projects

Graphic Design Program
• Social Design and Community Branding

Recreation, Parks, and Tourism Resources
• Impact Indicator Measurement

Master of Public Administration
• Capstone research

School of Media
• Adventure Media

http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=485b9ce52673444e94fb60d7b1ea1a9b&extent=-81.1295,37.6515,-77.7677,39.3813


MNF Community 
Partnership 
and Collaboration Meetings 
2017-18

Family and Community Development
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MFT Town Reps & Officers

Family and Community Development
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What we hope to gain?
•Collaborative marketing
•Better connectivity 
•Cross promotional 

opportunities 



Elkins 
Community Need

 Signage within the Forest to 
connect back to town
 Showcase 

accommodations in 
nearest town

 Use existing kiosks
 Create wayfinding signs 

within towns to connect to 
Mon Forest

 Map of areas in Mon Forest
 Market Forest Recreation

 Trails marked within Forest
 Better maps of recreation 

areas



A branding of the symbiotic relationship of these 
communities with the Forest could help continue the benefits 
of working together that could grow the economies of the 
towns and promote environmentally responsible travel as 
well as sustainable planning.
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• Silver Level Fall 2020
• 5-year plan to become first Gold Level Ride Center on East Coast
• Marlinton MTB Trail Planning – IMBA, USFS, Ride Center Team 
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